Prostaglandins and pulmonary hypertension-further evidence.
In recent years a flurry of reports have indicated that vasodilator therapy may be beneficial in patients with pulmonary hypertension. These vasodilator drugs are known to enhance prostacyclin or decrease thromboxane A2 synthesis, which may be the basis for their vasodilating affects. This implies that pulmonary vasoconstriction may be the initiating factor and that possibly prostacyclin and thromboxane A2 have a role in the pathogenesis of primary pulmonary hypertension.